8                               STUDIES  IN   SHAHNAMEH

(a) THE CULT OF WISDOM

With these observations we come to the task of
comparing the dicta of Firdausi and of the Pahlavi
writers on the spirit of Wisdom. The parallelism is
so close that we shall have to take almost every
couplet of the Introduction of Firdausi and re-produce
the corresponding Pahlavi text. At first, let us
take the personification of the Spirit of Wisdom in
both, and the necessity of praising and venerating it
with the object of securing its guidance and protection,
Thus the poet sings :

O 1

(Wisdom is better than anything else given  to   us
by God,   To glorify and pay homage to wisdom justly
is   the   most  excellent  thing.   But who can glorify
Wisdom and the Soul properly ? and even if I did so,
what ear has power to listen to that praise ?)
This  passage  about  glorifying Wisdom is best
understood in the light of what is said in the Dina-i
Mainog-i Kliirad (chapter I, sections 53-61) : {c For
the spirit of Wisdom one is to perform more homage
and service than for the remaining archangels ...... and
thenceforward he became more diligent in performing
the ceremonial of the spirit of Wisdom. After that, the
spirit of Wisdom displayed his person unto him. And
he spoke to him thus : ' O friend and glorifier, seek